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Originating in the Deep South of the 
United States around the 1860s, 
the Blues is an African American 
artform and cultural language that is 
the foundation of all American music. 


The Blues involves musical tension and 
release; the pursuit of freedom, and 
improvisation. The music incorporates 
spirituals, work songs, field hollers, 
shouts, chants, and rhymed simple 
narrative ballads. 
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Mahalia Jackson (1911-1972) 


Gospel music has its roots in the Black oral 
tradition—the passing down of history 
via the spoken word, rather than in writing 
— from the work songs sung by enslaved 
Africans in the fields and religious songs 
(Spirituals) sung in various church settings. 


Hymns and sacred songs were often 
repeated in a call and response fashion, 
heavily influenced by ancestral African 
music. Gospel music was inspirational and 
popular during the Civil Rights Era. 
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A musical ensemble consisting entirely 
of brass instruments, most often with 
a percussion section. In the mid-1 9th 
century, brass bands in New Orleans 
melded European-styled military band 
music and the folk music brought to the 
Americas by West African slaves. 


Well-known for their use in New Orleans 
jazz funeral and second line parades, early 
brass bands played a significant role in the 

development of traditional jazz. 
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Louis Armstrong (1901-1971) 


Jazz is a music genre that originated in 
the African American communities of New 
Orleans, Louisiana, in the late 19th century. 


Influenced heavily by blues forms, syncopated 
African rhythms, and improvisation, Jazz is 
an authentic form of Black American music. 


The United Nations established 
International Jazz Day in 2011 “to highlight 
jazz and its diplomatic role of uniting people 

in all corners of the globe.” 


